Azle Hornet Softball and Baseball

Coach Mike Hardin Hitting Center
A joint project of the Softball and Baseball Booster Clubs

This hitting center is being coordinated by the Hornet Softball and Baseball Booster Clubs. The project is being built with private funds and the goal is to have the funds or assets in place to complete the hitting center by this spring. The hitting center will be used by the softball and baseball teams for batting practice as this center will include four complete covered batting cages. Other uses will be for pitching/catching practice, and can also be used for practice by pulling back the black netting that will separate each of the four caged areas. The area of the netted area is 60’ wide and 70’ long with an additional covered porch area of 60’ by 20’.
Safety is always a concern and that is why the four cages will have fencing material dividing each cage from the other. The base will be of infield material to replicate a typical infield. The front of the building will have brick at a height of about four feet with the fencing material above the brick. 
The location of the building will be between the current softball and baseball fields nestled in back of and between two huge oak trees. The area will be lighted to show off the building and lighting will also be included inside the covered area. The porch will adorn a sign that honors one of our former Azle High baseball coaches Mike Hardin.

Coach Hardin coached many baseball players at Azle High School from 1974 until 1984; and I am one of the fortunate ones to be coached by him. Coach Hardin oversaw the building of the current baseball field; in fact that first year he and his players had to run the cows off the field before we could play or practice as the outfield fence wasn’t built until year two of his tenure. Coach Hardin epitomized everything a coach should be; his knowledge of baseball was vast, his lessons were tough but always fair and he taught his players how to be honorable young men. 
If you want to be a part of this project we are accepting pledges and/or donations at this time. You can find out more about this by contacting any of the individuals listed below or donate by making your checks to AHS Baseball/Softball Boosters – Hardin Hitting Center and mailing to the address below.

Kevin Albers 817-526-1140, ozzy1cards@aol.com
Doug Leeper 817-675-7776, dleeper@lewislabel.com
Keith Hoover 817-688-5761, keith@kwhconsulting.com
Checks can be mailed to:

11265 Allison Ave., Azle, TX  76020

